
How to Revise 
A parent’s guide 



Plan, Prepare, Achieve Folder





Making Notes
Summarising notes
Reading notes
Highlighting notes
Mind mapping notes
Reading a textbook

Testing your recall
Explaining complex ideas to 
someone
Solving problems under timed 
conditions
Practicing exam questions
Marking your own work
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How much should 
students revise ?

• 1hr per subject per week 

 Breaking it down  

• In school revision sessions count for 
30mins 

• Break it down into 20min sessions



How to Plan a Revision Timetable
Step 1: Determine the 'non-negotiables'
List all the activities that you love doing during the week and the things that you just 
don't want to compromise on. Then you should nominate a time that you would 
most likely allocate to these activities. For example, a list might look like this:

Basketball: Mondays, 6pm - 7:30pm and Sundays 2pm - 4pm

Xbox: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7pm - 8pm, Weekends 3pm - 6pm

Seeing friends: Weekends, 11am - 6pm

Netflix: Mondays and Wednesdays, 7:30pm - 9:00pm

Social media: Daily, 5pm - 6pm

Work shift: Saturdays, 10am - 2pm

Step 2: Put in the fun stuff first

Once you have identified all the leisure and extra-curricular activities, the next step 
is to put those activities into the study timetable (click on the timetable above to 
access a digital version).

Step 3: Put study in the gaps

The gaps are the times that you can study in. If you don't have any blank spaces left 
over, perhaps it's worth thinking about what activities you can remove.
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Where to find past papers 
► AQA 
► OCR

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes


Command words 
for each subject 

Know the meaning of command words

Do you know the difference 
between state, describe, explain and suggest?

Examples of command words with “pupil friendly” explanations:

•State – Give a simple answer such as a correct term or name.

•Describe – Give detail about what happens, where is happens 
and when is happens. If it is “describe a graph”, give numbers 
and data from the graph.

•Explain – Give detail about how and why it happens. Use 
specific key terminology within the topic/subject.

•Suggest – Come up with an idea based on what you have 
learnt (do not panic you may not know the answer – the 
examiner just wants you to apply your knowledge).



Revision Guide & Flash Cards 

Officially linked revision guides use higher tier 
terminology & exam questions  

Flash cards 
Each one starts off with quick questions to 
warm you up, followed by harder questions to 
get your brain into top gear. 



Online Revision 

https://app.senecalearning.com https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize https://classroom.thenational.academy/
subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4

Online vision can be very useful for 
• Accesses videos to help re-explain and clarify 

previous learning.
• Recapping and consolidating learning
• Retesting and identifying gaps 

YouTube 
have 

videos and 
resources 

for 
different 

subjects & 
text.



Educake and Everlearner



AI Revision 

Some tools adapt to the 
student’s level and focus on 
weak areas. They can provide 
instant feedback on answers. 
They allow students to 
practise exam-style 
questions.

AI can turn notes into flashcards and quizzes, 

which is useful for memorising key facts.

Examples:

•Quizlet

•Gizmo AI

These tools can:

•Automatically create quizzes from notes.

•Use spaced repetition to improve memory.

•Provide games and practice tests. 

How students can use them

•Upload class notes and generate flashcards.

•Test themselves daily with quick quizzes.

•Focus on topics they keep getting wrong.
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