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For our Students:
•We aim to deliver exceptional teaching that allows everybody to make 
excellent progress.

•We aim to instil a lifelong love of learning and a sense of awe and wonder.

•We want to nurture talents and interests through an exceptional range of 
co-curricular opportunities and visits.

•We want our students to leave school as fully rounded individuals ready to 
embrace life in the 21st Century.

Where Learning Comes First



Meeting Schedule

• Welcome from Julian Kirby, Headteacher

• Assessment and reporting at LHS – Natalie Tebbatt, Assistant 
Headteacher

• Feedback at LHS – Aaron Mehta, Assistant Headteacher

• Reading at LHS - Ben Bowden, Head of English



Curriculum





Assessment

• The transition from primary school

• Key Stage 3 at LHS

• The 1-9 GCSE grading

• Identifying if your child is ‘on track’ and how to help

• Attitude to learning

• Reading

• Post 16 options



Transition from primary school

• SAT’s in the backdrop of the pandemic

• Information sharing with Primary Schools

• Reading and spelling age assessments

• Know the degree of support and challenge individual students need
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9 – 1 GCSE Grades



Target Grades

• Target grades are aspirational and set for the students individually

• These are based on the students' prior attainment at primary school 
and individual assessments of what ‘similar’ students have gone on to 
achieve

• Target grades are not a prediction of what will be achieved

• In year 10 and 11 target grades are reviewed in preparation for GCSE



Progress

https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2015/03/why-measuring-pupil-progress-involves-more-
than-taking-a-straight-line/

https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2015/03/why-measuring-pupil-progress-involves-more-than-taking-a-straight-line/


Progress



Identifying if your 
child is ‘on track’

A Year 7 example



Identifying if your 
child is ‘on track’

A Year 11 
example



Attitude to learning

Students get ONE attitude to learning 
grade between 1 and 9

• A highly motivated student with a high level of curiosity
and initiative.

• A reflective individual who learns from, and acts upon 
feedback and past experiences.

• Asks good questions and is prepared to take risks.

• Enjoys learning tasks and frequently supports others in 
their learning

5 is the minimum expected standard



Reporting to parents

• Reports are sent home to parents via Edulink

• One settling in report and two academic progress reports are issued 
per year

• There is at least one opportunity per year to meet directly with the 
teachers of your son/ daughter



What can you do to help?

• Discuss ‘how it’s going’ with your child.

• Help them to identify subjects where they are not tracking towards 
their target grade.

• Help them to identify why their progress isn’t as good in these 
subjects and create a plan to improve

• Use Edulink to ensure your son or daughter is completing the work 
set

• Provide quiet study time, access to books and study support tools on 
the internet wherever possible.

• Encourage your son or daughter to attend homework club or check 
they are attending any relevant interventions that might be taking 
place.





Post 16 and beyond

• Students who do not secure 
above a grade 4 in Maths and 
English at the end of year 11, will 
be required to retake these 
subjects 

• Local providers are increasingly 
asking for a minimum of grade 5 
or 6 to study ‘level 3’ courses 
(such as A Level)

• Forward planning to make 
informed choices at GCSE and 
KS5

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/


Summary

• Expected standard is moving higher – Grade 5 is the new C grade!

• ‘Tracking toward’ assessments give you the headline information to 
identify if your child is on track compared to their target grades. It is 
not a prediction of what they will achieve at GCSE. 

• Understanding specifically what your child needs to do to improve is 
the best way to support them through the challenging curriculum

• The future impact on your child’s post 16 and post 18 options should 
be carefully considered when selecting options







Feedback – Provides clear, positive and explicit guidance on what 
has been completed and what to do to improve

Action – Sets achievable and measurable ‘next action steps’ for 
students

Response – To the ‘next action step’ (in the form of more extended 
revision of the work to secure greater success thereby ensuring 
progress)



‘The only thing that matters is what the student does with the feedback’…..



Marking – What to expect

• Marking will be regular and proportionate but there is a not a 
particular frequency of marking work required.

• When do we use FAR feedback?

• This will be indicated by the scheme of work at a key milestone in the 
topic or activity.

• The piece of work will typically be a GCSE style question at KS4 
requiring a developed response.

• The piece of work will be marked for spelling and grammar.



What other feedback strategies can we use?

• Verbal feedback but there is no need to indicate that verbal feedback 
has been given in the book.

• Sharing of common errors and misconceptions to the class

• Model answers

• Yellow box marking where one particular area of the work is focused 
upon.

• Peer and self assessment



What do we mark?

• Homework

• Summative assessments – Higher mark questions

• Subject specific spellings 

What do we not mark?

• Class notes or activities unless the quality of work is a cause for 
concern

• Avoid tick and flick and leaving comments like ‘good’ or ‘well done.’









The Importance of Reading
(the activity, not the town) 



“The more you read, 
the more things you 

will know.
The more that you 

learn, the more 
places you'll go.”

Dr Seuss,
Author of The Cat in 

The Hat



The Importance of Reading

• There is a clear link between success at GCSE (and beyond) and the ability to 
read.

• If a year 7 student has a reading age of 11, they will need a reading age of at least 
14-15 years to access GCSE texts in English.

• Students at GCSE are expected to write both fiction and non-fiction of their own. 
An extensive and ambitious vocabulary is explicitly assessed in the mark scheme.

• Students completing their GCSEs will read an average of 80,000 words during the 
exam period.

• Accessing and decoding the questions is all-important.



Something to think about….
When assessing the number of beds needed in the prison system, the State of 
Arizona looks at the number of pupils in the 3rd grade (UK year 5) reading at a 

3rd grade level.

https://readingpartners.org/blog/do-prisons-use-third-grade-
reading-scores-to-predict-the-number-of-prison-beds-theyll-need/

https://readingpartners.org/blog/do-prisons-use-third-grade-reading-scores-to-predict-the-number-of-prison-beds-theyll-need/


1) It is a Ford. 

2) It is old

3) It is travelling slowly. 

4) It has been re-painted green with Jos. 



Why reading is so great….

• Sharpens the mind.
• Increases well-being
• Strengthens your writing 

abilities.
• Aids sleep.
• Build vocabulary



Vocabulary building

• Vocabulary is the basis for learning language. 

• We learn from what we see and hear around us. 

• Exposing children to a wide range of words and ideas and thoughts. 

• We use vocabulary to express ourselves. To limit that is to limit our 
self-expression. 



• All students in years 7 and 8 have a designated reading lesson, which 
complements the main curriculum. 

• Wide range of texts covered in lessons – from a variety of genres, forms, 
writers. 

• The text choices are good – texts we feel that students will benefit from and 
be enriched by. 

• Our KS3 curriculum has been built to prepare students for the rigours of GCSE. 

What we are doing at school



How do I get my son/daughter to read?

• No such thing as a 'reading 
book'.

• The trick is to find something that 
your child is interested in.

• Fiction, non-fiction, news, current 
affairs are all valid.

• Books are digital now – Kindle, 
Audible, phones are all valid.

• •Model the behaviour we would like 
to see – read together, talk over 
what you have read, make sure you 
have books packed for your holiday.

• Find the interest.

Check out the reading list for ideas. 

Use charity shops for books – especially books in a long-running 
series. 


