
How to Revise 
A parent’s guide 



Plan, Prepare, Achieve Folder

Direct your child to the 

topics / paper being 

covered or expected to be 

covered that week

Revision sessions – with 

targeted revision topics  

Resources specific to 

the subject 

Key dates 

Encourage your 

child to use this 

information 

when planning 

their weekly 

timetable.



CGP – How to revise for GCSE Guide 

All students received a 

guide in assembly prior to 

their Nov/Dec Mocks 

Within the guide is lots of fantastic tips on…

• Motivation / procrastination

• Organisation & planning

• Setting targets 

• Coping with stress

• Revision techniques 



How to Plan a Revision Timetable
Step 1: Determine the 'non-negotiables'
List all the activities that you love doing during the week and the things that 
you just don't want to compromise on. Then you should nominate a time that 
you would most likely allocate to these activities. For example, a list might 
look like this:

Basketball: Mondays, 6pm - 7:30pm and Sundays 2pm - 4pm

Xbox: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7pm - 8pm, Weekends 3pm - 6pm

Seeing friends: Weekends, 11am - 6pm

Netflix: Mondays and Wednesdays, 7:30pm - 9:00pm

Social media: Daily, 5pm - 6pm

Work shift: Saturdays, 10am - 2pm

Step 2: Put in the fun stuff first

Once you have identified all the leisure and extra-curricular activities, the 
next step is to put those activities into the study timetable (click on the 
timetable above to access a digital version).

Step 3: Put study in the gaps

The gaps are the times that you can study in. If you don't have any blank 
spaces left over, perhaps it's worth thinking about what activities you can 
remove.
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Where to find past papers 

► AQA 

► OCR

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes


Command words for each subject 

English Lang

English Lit

Science

Maths

History 

Geo 

French 

Spanish

Business Studies

Enterprise marketing

ICT

Computer science 

PE 

Know the meaning of command words

Do you know the difference 
between state, describe, explain and suggest?

Examples of command words with “pupil friendly” explanations:
•State – Give a simple answer such as a correct term or name.
•Describe – Give detail about what happens, where is happens 
and when is happens. If it is “describe a graph”, give numbers 
and data from the graph.
•Explain – Give detail about how and why it happens. Use 
specific key terminology within the topic/subject.
•Suggest – Come up with an idea based on what you have 
learnt (do not panic you may not know the answer – the 
examiner just wants you to apply your knowledge).

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/gcse/english-language-8700/teach/command-words
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-a/teach/command-words
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/gcse/teach/command-words
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/teach/command-words


Revision Guide & Flash Cards 

Officially linked revision guides use higher tier 

terminology & exam questions  

Flash cards 

Each one starts off with quick questions to 

warm you up, followed by harder questions to 

get your brain into top gear. 



Online Revision 

https://app.senecalearning.com https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize https://classroom.thenational.academ

y/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4

Online vision can be very useful for 

• Accesses videos to help re-explain and clarify 

previous learning.

• Recapping and consolidating learning

• Retesting and identifying gaps 

YouTube 

have 

videos and 

resources 

for 

different 

subjects & 

text.



Seneca Learning 
 https://senecalearning.com/parents

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0tv5hxTpB4

All they need to do is sign up (for free) and 

connect their account with their kid's account 

(for free).

You can see the resources, hours, knowledge 

recall scores.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0tv5hxTpB4


Achieving well in the exams

Eat well
Sleep well

Check key terms, quotes or definitions 
Use your own revision notes

Set your alarm clock
Have breakfast
Keep hydrated

Find a space to study
Believe in yourself!

Skip meal times
Stay up late

Read the text book
Get up late – avoid rushing

Arrive late for the exam
Forget breakfast

Compare your preparation with others
Convince yourself you will fail


